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Sir; • 

I, Noboru Matsuo, hereby declare as follows: 

1 am one of the co-inventors of the invention as described and claimed in the 
above*identified patent application. 

I have carried out additional examples myself or under my direct supervision. Test 
procedures and results arc shown below. 

Side-by-Side Comparison between the Present Invention and the Primary Reference 

The Examiner has cited U.S. Patent No. 5,827,447 to Taraura et al.(bereinater, "Tamura 
'447") as die primary reference in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 1 consider Example 11 of 
Tamura '447 to be the closest example to the present invention. 
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Enclosed herewith is Table A, which shows inventive Example 3-3 and Tests 1 and 2 as 
comparative examples. Test 1 was carried out using die same materials and methods as disclosed for 
Example 11 of Tamura '447, Test 2 was earned out using the same materials and methods as 
disclosed for Example 1 1 of Tamura '447, except triaccrine was used m place of NOBS. 

The obtained products were evaluated ia the same way as Example 3-3 of the present 
specification. The results of all three examples are shown in Table A. 

As shown in Table A» the number of remaining microorganisms with the inventive 
example is much less than the number with the comparative examples. As such, The present 
invention provides unexpectedly superior results. 

Side-by-Sidc Comparison between the Present Invention and the Secondary Reference 

The Examiner has cited US. Patent No. 5,859,440 to Kobayashi et al.(hereinafter, 
"Kobayashi '440") as the secondary reference in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). I consider 
Comparative Example 4 of Kobayashi '440 to be relative to the present invention. 

Enclosed herewith is Table B, which shows inventive Example 3-3 and continued Example 
3-3 with changed reaction temperatures and reaction times and Test 3 and continued Test 3 with 
changed storage temperatures and storage terms as comparative examples. 

Test 3 was carried out using the same materials and methods as disclosed for Comparative 
Example 4 of Kobayashi '440, except changed storage temperatures and storage terms. 

The obtained products were evaluated in the same way as Example 3-3 of the present: 
specification. The results are shown in Table B. 

As shown in Table 5, the number of remaining microorganisms with the inventive 
example is much less than the number with the comparative examples. As such, the present 
invention provides unexpectedly superior results. 

The undersigned declares further that all statements made herein of his own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S. Code 1001 and that such willful felse 
statements may jeopardize the validity of this application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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